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TO THE REVEREND MOTHER a 


MARY AUGUSTINA MORE, 


PRIORESS 


OF THE 


ENGLISH CANONESSEs of the ODER 
of St. AUGUSTINE at BRUGES. 


MaDam, 


„. HE Meditations of St. Tereſa 
“ after Communion” ſays the pious 
and learned Alban Butler, © are full 
“ of affective ſentiments of humi- 
« lity, fear, love and other virtues. 


* Many finners, by reading theſe | 


« Meditations, have been converted 
* to God, and embraced a courſe 
a « of 


/ 


T8 F 
* of perfeQ virtue.” Saints Lives, 
vol, x. p. 376. Nov. Ed. It was this 
teſtimony of the above mentioned 
venerable Anthor, once the Director 
of your pious Community, that firlt 
turned my attention to the preſent 
little treatiſe. In taking it in hand 
I was prepared to meet with thoſe 
tender ſentiments of devotion, and 
thoſe pure maxims of heayenly doc- 
trine, which the Church aſcribes to 
our Saint in the prayer appointed 
for her feſtival; to my ſurprize 
however, on peruſing it, I diſcove- 
red that pathetic ſtrain of eloquence, | 
and that quickneſs and ſublimity of 
imagination, which are to. be found 
in few devotional treatiſes: In ſhort, 


| I was convinced it deſerved to be 


generally known, and that it was 


not more calculated to gratify the 
| devotion 


Em) 


devotion of the Pious, than to pro- | 


duce the effect aſcribed to it above, 
by your late reſpeted Ons the 
converſion of ſinners. | 
Unfortunately however, this oak 
has hitherto, in our tongue, exiſted 
only in the cold and obſolete lan- 
guage of Woodhead's literal tran- 
{lation ; and owing to ſome accident, 
probably to fewer copies of it being 
taken off, the ſecond Volume of his 
works of St. Tereſa, which contains 
the preſent treatiſe, is extremely 
ſcarce. Theſe conſiderations have 
induced me to undertake the pre- 
ſent work; in which, ſatisfying my⸗ 
felf with preſerving the ſenſe of the 
original, I have taken that liberty 
with the idiom which ſeemed ne- 
ceſſary to point out the conhexion 
of the Saint's arguments and ideas, 
3 a 2 and 


Cie) 

and to render the work intelligible 
and pleaſing to an Engliſh reader: 
a mode of tranflation, which, where 
controverſy is out of the queſtion, 
appears to me the only one that does 
juſtice, at the ſame time, to the Au- 
thor and the Reader. With this 
idea of 'tranflating, it will not be 
expetted I ſhould have thought my- 
lelf under an abſolute neceſſity of 
working ſrom the original language; 
it ſeemed ſufficient to aſcertain: the 
meuning of the Saint, by verſions of 
approved judgment and fidelity. 
I therefore conſulted and compared 
together thoſe of the celebrated 
B*Andilly, the careful. F. Cyprian, 
and our own yenerable Woodhead ; 
and finding them almoſt always a- 
greeing in their ſenſe of the Au- 
- thor, however much they diſſer in 

5 their 


E 
their ſtyle of writing, I Vn perſua- 
ded I had every thing that was ne- 
ceſſary for my preſent purpoſe, and 
ſaw the inutility of procuring this 
tranſlation to be compared with the 
original Spaniſh, by perſons well 
ſkilled in that language, as I had at 
firſt deſigned. The beſt tranſlation 
of a devotional treatiſe in our lan- 
guage (a treatiſe itſelf that is not to 
be equalled in its kind) The Suffer- 
ings of Jeſus, was not made from 
the original Portugueſe, but from 
the French verſion of F. Alleaume. 
So much for che preſent tranſa- 
tion: As to the reaſons which have 
induced me, Madam, to put it un- 
der your patronage, they are ſuch 
as, I am ſenſible, I muſt not men- 
tion to you, but, at the ſame time, 
they are ſuch as I need not mention 
7: 2514 FA SY to 


(vi, ) 


to any one elſe, who has the happi- 
neſs of being acquainted with you. 
Thus much however you will allow 
me to ſay, that, in an age which 
ſeems to threaten a ſecond grand 
defection from the Church, under 
the deluſive idea of reforming er- 
rors and abuſes, a work of the old 
ſtamp, like this, calculated to op- 
poſe the prevailing torrent, by op- 
poſing that ſpirit of irreligion from 
which it flows, naturally ſeeks for 
protettion in a lineal deſcendant of 
that illuſtrious Martyr, the Reſcuer, 
in his age, of his country from in- 
famy®, who endeavoured to extin- 
guiſh the flames of the firſt Refor- 
mation with his blood, and whoſe. 
_ Chriſtian uſe of the great talents, - 
with which he was entruſted, has 


proved 
Sir Thomas More. 


* 


( vii ) 
EY chat men are not always 
wicked in proportion to the means 


they have of being ſo 1; 
There is danger, FULL to all 
that is rational and good, from too 
much ſpeculation and refinement, 
as well as from ſtupid ignorance, 
Hence the Apoſtle of; the Gentiles 
admoniſhes us, not d be more wiſe, 
than it behoveth to be wiſe, but to be 
wiſe unto ſobriety. Rom. xii. 3. In 
ſpeaking of the antient Philoſophers 
he bad before ſaid, c. i. v. 21, 224 
that they evaporated “ in their own. 
thoughts. . . » and profe/ſing Memſelnes 
to be wiſe, they, become foals, ., The 
preſent enlightened age, as it is plea-. 
ſed to term itſelf, has reaſohed, till. 
it has hardly a principle leſt-49 rga- 
ſon upon. Politicians have reform- 
| * in 


® Evanuerunt. Vulg. sT. Gr, 


vin) 

ed their political conftitutions, till 
all the evils of anarchy have poured 
in upon them. The faſhionable Re- 
ligioniſts'of the day have reformed 
Chriſtianity, till they have degraded 
Chriſt himſelf from his throne; and 
worn down his ſupernatural religion 
to a ſyſtem that ſtands in need of no 
Meſſiah at all;“ and even a great 
proportion of Catholics themſelves, 
in the preſent day, are evidently 
tired of that neeeſſary confinement 
of thought and practice, which is 
eſſential to their being encloſed in 
the one Sheepfold'of the one Shepherd; 
John x. 16. and pant for every kind 
of Reformation, a that of their 
morality. | 

It is now, for the firſt a he 
Evangelical Counſels themſelves, 
not the abuſes of them, are got into 


(iz ) 


diſrepute with an infinite number 
of Catholics, who have been taughs 
to conſider the obſervers of them 
as a uſeleſs ſet of beings. We vo 
bebold the ſacred Cloiſter invaded, 
not by the diſciples of Calvin or 
Mahomet, but by the profeſſed chil. 
dren of the Church. We fee its 
peaceful inhabitants ſtripped of their 
chartered rights and property, while 
the priyileges of the State are ex- 
tended to Jews and Idolaters: It is 
made law ſul, in Chriſtian countries, 
to blaſpheme the name of Chriſt, 
but not to ſerve him according to 
that plan which be himſelf has 
pointed out as the moſt perfect, Met. 
xix. 21. and to which ſo mam thou- 
ſands of excellent citizens have ſa- 
crificed their fartunes and their 
lives, under che guarantee af che 

moſt ſolemu public laws. ; 
The preſent time is alſo marked 
by a general combination of Catho- 
þ lics 


- 


( *#*) 
lics for humbling their Mother 
Church, in the day of her greateſt 
diſtreſs, and for ſtripping her of her 
prerogatives, when the has hardly 
any other left, than thoſe ſhe has 
immediately received from the 
hands of her divine founder. Hence 
we now behold the common Father 
of the Faithful conſtantly held up, 
in writing and | converſation, to 
contempt and hatred, by his own 
ſpiritual children, and ſometimes 
even by thoſe, who, like myſelf, 
have, for years, eaten his material 
bread; and this on the ſcore of the 
pretended or exaggerated ſaults of 
his predeceſſors, ages before we our- 
ſelves were in being. Hence alſo 
it is now made a crime of, in the 
eſtabliſhed Paſtors of the Church, 
to pronounce when her ſacred rights 
are invaded; but this queſtion is 
referred for a ſolution to her pro- 
feſſed enemies. In 


x 
. 


Iv is in this age that a general 
diſpoſition, prevails. to remove the 
land- marksfixed by our fathers, and 
that we ſtudy. to unlearn, in polite 
circles, the awkward: leſſons we po- 
red over in, the ponderous volumes 
of the Divines and Fathers, The ex- 
tent of the underſtanding is now elli- 
mated by that of the conſcience, He 
who trembles to tamper with the ſa- 
cred conſtitution of Religion, mult 
be contented to paſs for a bigotted 
| narrow-minded man; while the moſt 
ſuperficial geniuſes will lay claim to 
ſuperior ſtrength of underſtanding 
on the mere ſtrength of their ir- 
religion. Hence we are told 
that Aſcetical works, of the preſent 
calt, are no more than the ravings 
of bigotted Myſtics; and hencè thoſe 
great and good men, of whom the 
world was not worthy, to whoſe zeal 
and conſtancy i in ſuffering we are 


b 2 | indebted 


{ i") 


indebted for the ſacred depofit of 
the orthodox faith, inſtead of Mar- 
tyrs, as we have hitherto conſidered 
them, are now proved to have died 


32 to frames net, | 


* See an 3 to. the Biſhop of Comana's 
vou! Letter, by a writer who dates from 
Morrfeldr, and calls hiinſelf a Protefting Catho- 
1. In this indecent and inflammatory publi- 
ration, the moſt bare-faced attempt yet made 
ſince the Reformation, to diſturb the peace of 

Engliſh Catholics, the writer aſſerts, that the 
learned and pious Milſioner Mr, Cadwalladr, 
who ſuffered death at Leominſter in 1610 for 
his Prieftly character, but who, like many o- 
hers of his profeſſion, refuſed to ſave his life, 
by taking the Oath of Allegiance framed by 
the artful Bancroft and the apoftate Perkins, 
died a, material traitor ta bit country... and 
Jed . bis bladd for chase Papal prejudices ae 
Bave all diſchiimed by the Oath of 1778. It is 
plain this: very confident writer was ignorant 
, that Mr. Cadwallador, as well as Doctor Bi- 


ſhop 


{ wi } 


7 Finally bitherto, ve know, the ſimple 
W title of Catholic has 
ante (1, N it 34 been 


hop of Gan Dean Colleton, the cele- 
brated Champney, and otber ſufferers, for te- 
fuſing the ſaid Oath, actually figned in 160 a 
ſolemn and public Proteſtation of Allegiance, 
by which they bound themſelves 16" /ippore 
Elizabeth, the reigning Queen, againſt any foreige 
Prelate, Prince, or Num, in difiance of any 


 Pxcommunication the Pope might iffue againft her, 
er age bim, for fo bing, See Dodd, vol li. 


Þ.'292. Mifs. Pr. vol. ii, p. 17. On what 


ground then did theſe pions und learned men, 


who, we fee, were no llavts to the above men- 
tioned Papal prejuttices, prineipally object to 
he faid Oath ? 1 anfwer; preciſely on that 
ground on which we object to irat the prefent 


day, wit. the perjury of ſwearing the erroneous 


- dbtirine of the depofing power to be heretical aud 


fHamuable. For a proof of the accuracy of this 
ſtatement, ſee our late Ven. Challoner's Ac- 
count Miſs, Pr. vol. ii. p. 18. and the remark- 
bie controverſy betuten one of thoſe learned 


1 * 


(ar ) 
deen the glory of every member of 
the Univerſal Church, and has al- 
ways been brought forward by the 
Ancient Fathers“, as wel} as by 
Modern —— as a mark 
of the Orthodoxy of that Church, 


Prieſts and Dr. King Biſhop of London, ibid. p. 
75. and Dodd, wal. 2. p. 369. It is plain, thoſe 
old-faſbioned Divines did not underſtand the 
morality of ſwearing that to be. here(y in ibe 
plain and obvious meaning of the word, which they 
underſtood to be only -aterially ſo. - If any dif- 
ficulty is ſtarted concerning the - popular meaning 
of the word Herne, let Johnſon be conſulted, 
and the authorities he refers, to. It behoyes us 
to take care not to be more afraid of the inſamy 
than of he go? of equivocation and deceit! 


St. Pacian ſays, © My Name, is W 
* my Surname is Cazholic . . .. the former title 
is my ſignature, the lathe the proof of my 
right to that ſignature.” "Fp. 1. ad Sympb. 
St. Auguſtine alſo ſays, Lib. contra 'Ep. Manic. 
* The very name of Catholic, , . keeps me in 
4% the boſom of the Church“ 

which 


6 xy © ) f 

which'has been able, in all ages, in- 
variably to maintain it ſimple and 
unadulterated. But now it ſeems: 
that many of our Brethren are a- 
ſhamed of it, or at leaſt unwilling to 
bear it, unleſs it is debaſed and bur- 
leſqued, for the crooked. purpoſes 
of worldly policy, by being unit- 
ed with the diſtinctive titles of ac- 
knowledged Schiſmatics and He- 
retics. Till the preſent day, we 
have even ridiculed, in our adver- 
ſaries, the attempt of uniting toge- 
ther the incongruous titles, Which 
we can ſtill hardly pronounce with- 
out a ſmile, of Proteſtant Catholics 
and Orthodox Diſſenters*. \ | 

In ſhort that man muſt be blind 
indeed, or deeply infected with the 
prevailing contagion, who does not 
fn * ** f r af 


* The words ane and Difſenter have 
: aftly the ſame radical meaning. 


* 


( xw )) 
ſee that a ſpirit of irreligion and 
immorality keeps pace with the 
preſent rage for innovation, and that 
at no period, during near eighteen 
hundred years the Church has exiſt- 
ed, ſhe has worn ſo melancholy an 
alpeft as at the preſent moment. 

But he that has promiſed to abide 
with his Church all days even to the 
conſummation of the ' world, Mat. 
Xxxviii. 20. has alſo aſſured us, that 
An muſt neceſſarily come; Mat. 
xviii. 7. as he foretold the encreaſe 
ſo he alfo foretold the decreaſe of 
faith, Luke xviii. 8. previous to that 
great day when he ſhall come with his 
fan in his hand, and ſhall thoroughly © 
deanſe his floor, gathering the wheat 
into the born, but burning the claff 
with unguenchable fire, Mat. iii. 18. 
then /hall he preſent the Church to 
himſelf a glorious Church, not having 
ſpot or wrinkle. Eph. v. 27. 


In 


({ xvii ) 

In the deſcription I have juſt gi-+ 
ven of the. temper of the times, 
hieb, I would. to God any one 
could prove to be unfounded or 
exaggerated; in à ſingle particular, 
there are two charges implied, which 
I feel myſelf obliged to meet, in a 
more direct manner, one chat aſſects 
the writings, the other the proſeſſion 
of the, Saint, whoſe work Lam giving 
to the Public. I have ſuppoſed the 
following treatiſe, ſo far from ſuiting 
the taſte of many modern Catholics, 
will be the ſubje& of their ridicule. 
But in oppoſition to this, I will ven- 
ture to aſſert, that, as far as we can 
pronounce on the opinion of the 
Church, where no formal decison 
has taken place, there ate perhaps 
no writings, chat have been more _ 


pointedly or more ſtrongly approved 
98 kW 7 of . 
; 2H | , * 3 
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( xyiij ) 
of by this unerring Judge, than thoſe 
of St, Tereſa. Her ſpirit of prayer, 
and the charaQter of her aſcetical 
works, were not only examined and 
approved of by the: moſt, eminent 


Divines of che age, but alſo by a 
conſtellation of her holy contempo- 
raries, ſuch as St. Francis Borgia, 
St. Peter of Alcantara, St. John of 
the Croſs, and St. Lewis Bertrand, 
who were the beſt, becauſe they 
were experimental judges of the 
.excellency of her keavenly dodtrine; 
for ſo it is ſtyled by the Church, as I 
obſerved before, in the prayer in- 
ſerted in her public liturgy, after a 
ſecond examination of our Saint's 
ſpirit and writings had taken place. 
It is due to St. Tereſa here to men- 
tion, that it was not in compliance 
with her own inclination, but in 
conformity 


9 


( xx" ) 


conformity with the expreſs orders 


of her Superiors, ſhe wrote the ſe- 
veral edifying treatiſes ſhe has left 


behind her. How little there was of 


art or ſtudy in our Saint's writings, 
and to what degree they were the 
ſpontaneous overflowings of her 
devotion, may be gathered from the 
extraordinary circumſtance related 
of them, that in the original ſtill 
extant, there is not a ſingle eraſure 
to be found, and likewiſe from the 
following authentic account to be 
ſeen in the aforeſaid Saints lives, 
vol. x. p. 77. One night; whilſt 
„ ſhe was writing theſe very medita- 
% ions, a Nun came into her cell, 

* and fat by her a good while in 
1 great admiration, beholding her, 
«as it were, in an enraptured ſtate, 
. 220 With a pen in her hand, but 


C 2 often 


En) 
* often interrupting her writing, 
*. laying down her pen, and feich- 
ing deep ſighs: her eyes appeared 
« full of fire, and her face ſhone 
« with a bright light; ſo that the 
« Nun trembling with awe and re- 
* ſpe, went out again, without 
being perceived by the Saint.“ 
The defence of the Religious pro- 
feſſion, now ſo much attacked, and 
everywhere attacked with impunity, 
I owe not only to our Saint, v ho was ſo 
eminent a propagator of it; but alſo 
to the Lady I am now addreſſing, 
who, like our Saint, has ſacrificed to 
it all her worldly proſpects, when 
placed in the dazzling ſunſhine of 
youth. But when I proſeſs myſelf 
the advocate of this ſtate; it is only, 
Where it is embraced upon proper 
motives, and where the ſpirit of it 
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( uxi )) 
is properly preſerved, as envy itſelf 
muſt allow to be the caſe, with regard, 
Madam, to your pious Community, 
and to the edifying inhabitants of 
our Engliſi Convents in general. 
The only clamor that is, or can be, 
raiſed againſt perſons of this de- 
ſcription, is, as I have intimated a- 
bove, that they are of no uſe to the 
world. I might here enter into a 
juſt and ſerious enquiry, of what 
uſe to the world the generality of 
thoſe perſons: are, in whofe mouths 
this  objettion is more frequently 
found, and for what beneficial pur- 
poſes their time from morning till 
night is profefledly ſpent. But, 
leaving that enquiry to their own 
conſciences I anſwer, if e are 
Chriſtiana, we muſt be convinced 
that the ſalvation of our ſouls is the 
| firſt 


— — — 


( axit 


firſt law of nature; now if, amidſt 


the incentives to vice, with which 


| the world abounds, it ſhould appear 


to certain perſons, that a life of re- 


tirement and celibacy is neceſſary, 


or even uſeful, for this end, while 
ſuch perſons are obedient to the 
laws of the Community, and court 
not its emoluments, why ſhould not 
they be permitted to do that for 
virtuous purpoſes, which others are 
free to do for purpoſes of 
r 

I am far however ian allowing 
that Religious perſons, who pofſefs 
the true ſpirit of their calling, are 
of no advantage to the world. On 


the contrary, / we have' faith but as 


a gram of muſtard-ſeed, Mat. xvii. 


19. We muſt allow, that they area 
* and bulwark, were it 


only 


(- xxili ) 


only on account of the prayers, 
which they unceafingly pour forth 
for the temporal and eternal welfare 
of others. Scripture: tells us, that 
the conſtant prayer of the juſt man 
guaileth much, Jam. v. 16. and there 
can be no doubt but, at the. great 
day of retribution, the merit of many 
a ſplendid converſion, and of other 
good works, will betaken from thoſe, 
wha were the immediate inſtru- 
ments in performing them, and given 
to certain fouls, Who are now hidden 
in impenetrable obſcurity: there can 
be no doubt allo, but that, it is for 
the ſake of ſuch ſouls as theſe, who 
are held up by worldlings, not only 
as uſeleſs beings, but alſo as 4 para- 
ble of - reproach, whoſe life ſeemeth 
madneſs, and thetr end without honor, 
Wiſd. v. g. the: judgments of God 
„11 Are 


(xx 


are ſuſpended over the heads of 
theſe very worldlings. Little did 
the two hundred and ſeventy five 
fellow-voyagers of St. Paul ſuſpeQ, 
it was for the ſake of him, a reputed 
criminal in chains, that their lives 
were ſpared. As xxvii. Sodom it- 
ſelf would have been ſaved, had 
there been. but ten juſt perſons. in 
it. Gen. xviii. And Chriſt promi- 
ſed, that thoſe days of deſolation he 
ſpoke of in St Mat. xxiv. 2a. ſnould 
be . on account of the 
Elen. an 
2 profeſſio Madam, is not 
uſeleſs to the Chriſtian world, while 
you continue to edify it by your 
example. It is of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence to the cauſe of Chriſtia- 
nity, ſo, intimately. connected with 
the temporal welfare of mankind, 

| that 


4 


1 
that Religion ſhould be protected in 
its genuine perfection, and that it 
ſhould have certain retreats, where 
it may exert its full influence, the 
thorns being, as it were, plucked up 
that uſually prevent its due growth. 

No it would be madneſs to ſay, 
that the retirement of the Cloiſter 
has not, in all ages, been found 
more favorable for this purpoſe 
than a fituation amidſt the cares, and 
rickes, and pleaſures of this life. Luke 
vi. 14 Corrupted as we are by” 
our mutual intercourſe, and by the 
infatuating cuſtoms, language and 
amuſements of the world, there is 
reaſon to fear we might think the 
ſublime and ſelf-denying morality 
of the Goſpel to be mere matter of 
ſpeculation,” and Platonic reverbes, 
did not we ſee it frequently rbaliaed 
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by the heroic ſacrifices and conduR, 
chiefly of thoſe WhO have retired to 
breathe the pure air of the Cloiſter, 
and Aeg have $6 the better 
! 

Finally, amn your Religious 
Houſes are not only uſeful, but, I 
may ſay,” neceſſary for the proper 

education of female youth; at leaſt 
this is certain "with" refpe& to the 
Catholic female youth of this king- 
dom. It is true, the latter are, as a 
celebrated Catholic writer of the 
preſent day, expreſſes it“, the forlorn 
hope / the 'Catholic cauſe. In fact 
the incentives to libertiniſm and ir- 
religion are, in this day, ſo nume- 
rous _ violent with regard to the 
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youth of our ſex ;/it would: be ſo un- 
faſhionable and un-gentleman- like, 
as well as ſo: inconvenient, in them, 
to betray an awe of the truths of 
faith or the precepts of morality, 
that it is not extraordinary we 
ſhould place our chief dependance, 
for the Religion of the future gene- 
ration, on the piety and decorum of 
the youth of your ſex. - But where 
are they, with God's aſſiſtance, to 
acquire theſe invaluable advantages, 
except where their mothers have 
acquired them, in the advantages 
and ſpirit of a Convent educa- 
tion ned 

The writer 1. Fane e jul ance; 
who perhapt ſometimes deals in pa- 
radox, in order to exerciſe | the. 
powers of his eloquence in render- 
ing it plauſible, and who certainly 
d a poſſeſſes 
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poſſeſſes a brilliancy of talents ſub. 
ficient to enliven the graveſt ſub» 
jetts, without thoſe ſallies of levity, 
and ſometimes irreligion, with which 
he diſgraces them; this writer, I 
ſay; himſelf of the clerical order, 
at the ſame tine that he allows the 
Catholic Ladies, who haye been e- 
ducated in Convents, to: tand un- 
| Teoalled as Wroes, Mothers, Citizens, 
and Chriflians*, aſſerts, that Nuns are 
| il adapted to the buſineſs of educating 

them, and that' no mode of education 
| can be leſs adapted to improve the 
mind, and inftil ſuch principles as may 
1 formit to the buſineſs of life, than that 
| which theſe unrivalled ladies have actu- 
ally 'recerved. This to me is indeed 
à paradox, unleſs we are to under- 


See pages 180, 181. of the above mentioned 
un- equal performance. | 
28 ſtand 


ſtand literally, what this Gentleman 
advances concerning the too great 
partiality of nature in having be- 
ſtowed more clements upon the 
Catholic Ladies than fell to their 
ſhare, and which therefore may be 
ſuppoſed to have ſupplied for che 
deſects of their education, But, 
jeſting apart; I would aſk this in- 
telligent Author, whether in the 
many Convents he is acquainted 
with, ſome of which are ornament» 
ed with his own nearelt-relatives, 
there are not Ladies no under the 
veil every way equal to thoſe in the 
world; Ladies, who, with firſt-rate ta- 
lents, have had every opportunity of 
improvement and obſervation, which 
an elevation of birth and ſituation 
could afford ? and whether theſe- are 
not the perſons to whom the de- 
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partment of education is moſtly aſ- 
ſigned in our Convents? But the 
principal queſtion I wiſh to aſk him 
is, what -thoſe principles are which 
he conſiders as requiſite to form the 
female mind for the diſcharge of the 
important duties of ' Wife, Mother, 
Citizen and Chriſtian, and which a 
Convent education cannot inſtil? 
and whether he wiſhes to ſubſtitute 
the elegant Boarding Schools of the 
day, with all their fund of faſhion- 
able knowledge, inſtead-of our an- 
tiquated Cloiſters? As far as I can 
judge, the above mentioned princi« 
ples lie within a very narrow com- 
paſs, and are preciſely thoſe which 
the Convent education is peculi- 
arly calculated to inſtil; they may 
be comprized in a word, a ſacred 
attachment to religion and mora- 

lity. 
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lity. It is evidently impoſſible to 
conceive a Lady, in any of the a- 
foreſaid - ſituations, to be deficient 
in her duty, on whoſe mind virtue 
and piety have taken this firm hold. 
As to that knowledge of the world 
which is requiſite for the due ex- 
erciſe of theſe qualities; when it 
becomes neceſſary, we know it is 
very ſoon acquired; and to learn 
it prematurely, is evidently to riſk 
the attainment of the qualities them- 
ſelves. The Author ſeems to al- 
low the neceſſity of excluding the 
incentives to vice and folly, and of 
retiring from public notice till maturer 
age has ripened female virtue to ſecure 
perfection, and even aſcribes to this, 
as a cauſe, that merit, of which it is 
evidently only a condition- But 
where is this leſſon practiſed, where 
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can it generally be 'praftiſed, ex- 
cept within the Convent walls ? 

The modern improvers of female 
education ſhew themſelves ignorant 
of the diſtintive characters of the 
ſexes, no wonder the errors of their 
plan ſhould appear in the un- 
exampled immorality of their fa- 
ſhionable pupils. It is ſolid virtue, 
and unaffected piety, not the trivial 
accompliſhments of the age, that 
are calculated to promote the good 
of mankind, and to form domeſtic 
happineſs; theſe are what all the 
world ſeek for. in thoſe they are 
connected with, however deſtitute 
of theſe qualities they are them. 
ſelves. The greateſt accompliſh. 
ment a truly reſpectable woman 
can now have, is to be totally igno- 

| | rant 


rant of one half of modern. female 
accompliſhments,  _ 
Perſevere then, Sib ag in the 


plan, which even thoſe who declare 
themſelves its enemies, allow to 
have been hitherto ſucceſsful, Con- 
tinue to imprint deeply in the 
minds of thoſe, who have the happi- 
neſs of being educated under your 
care, the fear of God, and a horror 
of the reigning vices and tempta- 
tions of the world, Make them 
ſenſible that virtue forms the baſis 
of female merit; and that modeſty 
adds to it its moſt attractive charm ; 
Finally, that Pzety is uſeful for all 
things, having the promiſe of the life 
that 15 now, and of that which is to 
come. 1 Tim, iv. 8. = 


e I remain 


n — 
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I remain, with the ſincereſt re- ! 
ſpe, and with the greateſt conſi- 
dence in your good prayers, 


MapDan, 
Your moſt obedient and faithful 


Servant in Chriſt, 


Joan MiIfNERA. 


St. Peter s- Houſe, Wincheſter, 
April 15, 1790. 
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EXCLAMATIONS 
OF THE SOUL TO GOD. &. 


MEDITATION I. 


The Complaint of a Soul, by reaſon 
of her Diſtance from God, in this 
mortal L e. 


0 How does this life of mine 
ſubſiſt, at a diſtance from him who 
is wy true life? What am I doing? 
What am I capable of doing, in, this 
ſtate of ſeparation from. my Gyd? 
Alas! I can do nothing but what is 
made up of fin and imperfettion. 
What reſt can my ſoul find in the 


. ſea of this world? 1 
B ' beyail 


CEE 

bewail my preſent miſery, but I be- 
wail ſtill more my former condition 
when I lived exempt from forrow. 
Q Lord, how ſweet are-thy ways! 
yet who can walk in them without 
fearful anxiety? I dare not live 
without endeavouring to ſerve thee, 
and when 1 attempt to acquit my- 
ſelf of this duty, overpowered by 
the immebfity of my obligations 
to thee, 1 find nothing, that is 
worthy of thy acceptance. I ſeem 
deſirous of ſpending myſelf * 
ſervice; but when J look w 
the miſerable ſtate I am in, 1 feel 
myſelf incapable of all that is good, 
unleſs thou art ptcaſed firſt 0 80 
ſtow it upon me. E 

O my gracious and _ merei- 
ful God, what ſhall I do to corre- 
{pond with the great things thou haſt 


en, in my . "4 
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works are holy, juſt; infinitely im- 
portant, and full of heavenly wiſ- 
dom, ſinee thou vho performeſt 
them, art the Efſential Wiſdom ; 
nevertheleſs I experience that while 
my underſtanding employs” itſelf 
in contemplating theſe works, my 
aſſections are reſtrained from in- 
dulging themſelves in the uncon- 
fined manner they defire in the 
ſweet exerciſe of loving thee: In 
this ſtate, the former ſtrives in vain 
to reach thee in thy inacceſſible 
grandeur, and the latter to enjoy . 
thee in the ſtreight priſon" of this 
mortal body. Hence every exte-- 
rior object becomes irkſome and 
painful to my ſoul, although ut 4 
former period, O my God, I am 
forced to acknowledge, that the 
consideration of thy greatneſs;' by 
Which ſhe was enabled 10 eftimate 
9994 B 3 her 
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her own litenefs and imperſeAlion 
was of ſignal ſervice toſ her. 

But why do I repeat all this 0 
my God? Whom am I complaining 
to, or ho elſe hears me except 
thou iy Father and” my Creator? 
And what need is there of words 
to thee, who ſo manifeſtly reſideſt 
in tho centre of my ſoul? Such is 
my: weakneſs. . But alas, O my God, 
how am l aſſured of this? How do 
| know! that: I am not at this moment 
deprived of thy grace? O this life 
of inine, hiah muſt neceſſarily con- 
tinue in uncertainty, concerning a 
thing: of ſuch infinite importance, 
as. the poſſeſſion of God's favor. 
What is there deſirable init, ſince 
the only advantage it poſſeſſes, that 
of pleaſing God in all things, is in 
itſelf of · ſo uncertain and precarious 
a nature ine e D 
unte! 2 { MEDI 
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MEDLTAATION: oy 


On the Pain a Saul ſuffers that avg 
toſſing e du of | 
ane 


Ofrentinies think; . God, 
that if any thing can render life 
ſupportable to my ſoul in this ſtate 
of her baniſhment, it is ſolitude, be- 
cauſe this enables ber to repoſe in 
thee, who art her only reſting place, 
yet the incapacity. ſhe experiences 
to enjoy thee in that perſeſt manner 
ſhe wiſhes, often turns this pleafure- 
into pain: but O] how delicious is 
this very pain, when compared wii 
ereatures? Zut tell me, my God. 
how it ie, that even this delicious 

a ſolitude 
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ſolitude wearies a ſoul that reliſhes 
nd pleaſur© bit in thee, when ſhe is 
called upon to ſerve her fellow- 
creatures.” 6 omnipotent love of 
God, how fferent are thy effet, 
from from thoſe of carnal love! The 
latter is fearful of any other perſons 
being inflamed with the ſame paſſio 
| eat it ſhould' loſe ſomething 
was poſſeſſed of, but the love of my 
God receives new pleafare and a 
freſh, enereaſe in proportion to the 
number 6f companions it meets with 
in this ſweet exerciſe; and, on the 
other hand, it is a bitter allay to its 
felicity, that any ſhould” be found 
who are ſtrangers to this delight. 
This, O my fupreme Good, is the 
cauſe, that even thy fweeteſt conſo- 
lations and carcfſcs overwhelm thy: 
ſervants with grief in the moment 
oF their"! enjoying them, while they 
ID9927 v4 refle& 
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refle ' on the gteat number of 
Chriftians that Might theſe pleaſures 
at preſent, and alt (Be deprived o 
chem for ever hereafler“ Henee 
thy, ſervants ear rie ſtiy ſeek to make 
others partakers' of their felieity} 
ind willingly part with the delights 
they themfelves experience in order 
to bring others to an acquaintanee 
with chem. But would it not be 
berter, O my Heavenly Father, on 
theſe. occaſions,” to ' poſtpone this 
anxious concern for others to a mo- 
ment of leſs conſolation and delight, 
and to employ the preſent Rapp 
time entirely in the love and enjoy 
ment of thee! O my Jefus, how 
great is the love thou ſt t6- the 
children of men, fince- chou drt 
pleaſed, that the moſt acceptable 
ſervice we. can offer thee, ſhould 
conſiſt i in ne chy company in 
N order 


(%) 
order to benefit them, and that this 
manner of enjoying thee! It is 
true, the feelings of the ſoul are 
leſs delicious at theſe; times, yet 
the comforts herſelf in the accomp- 
liſhment of thy bleſſed will; and 
the. is moreover convinced, that 
however  exquilite and divine the 
conſolations ſhe enjoys in this mor- 
tal liſe may appear, they are all 
uncertain and ſuſpicious, if they are 
not accompanied with thy favourite 
virtue, che love of our neighbour, 
Whoever loves not his neighbour, 
| loves not thee, F Q God; 4 and. how, 
torrents of blood thou haſt ſhed 
2 will nn $ 1441131105 
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Senliments of a Penitent Soul an lie 


Conſideration of ler 0 of 
as is a + 
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on the glory thou haſt prepared for 
thoſe who perſevere in thy holy 
ſervice, on the labors and pains thy 
eternal Son has endured to purchaſe 
this glory for us, on our "abfolute 
unworthineſs of it, and on the i 
titude it would imply en 
correſponding with that love which 


has exerted itſelf in. ſo, wonderful 
4 manner in our regard, hen I 
conſider all this, my ſoul is overs 
whelmed with afliQtion,.. For bow 
is ĩt poſſihle, O Lord, that mankind 
mould forget all this, as they prove 
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by their readineſs to offend thee? 
How is it poſſible they ſhould for- 
get themſelves and their own inte- 
reſt in the manner they do? But 
fuch, O'my Redeemer, i“ the ex- 
ceſs of thy bounty, that in the very 
moment in which we deſtroy our 
own ſouls by aiming a mortal blow 
at thee; thou art mindful of us, thou 
overlookeſt our ingratitude, thou 
fretcheſt out thy hand to preſerve 
us, thou awakeneſt us from our 
dreadful phrenſy, and teacheſt us to 
petition thee for the remedy of our 
evils.” Of bleſſed be this gracious 
Lord, bleſſed be his infinite merty, 
bleſfed for all eternity be his tender 
compaſſion. O my ſoul, do thou 
for ever bleſs this adorable God. 

Hol eh any Cididn bi Wld 
to rebel againſt him! O, how does 
their ingratitude ſtand ' condemned 
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by the. excels of his goodneſs! DO 
thou, my Saviour, put a final: top, 
to this ingratitule. 

O ye Sons of Men, how ans will 
you continue to be hard of heart? 
Hoy long will you ſtand-in oppoſi- 
tion to your meek and loving Sa- 
viour? What means this folly ? 
Can you continue to oppoſe him to 
the end? No, this cannot bez for 
the life of man decays like the 
flowers, of the field, and the Son of 
the Virgin ſhall finally come to pro- 
nounce the dreadful ſentence. of 
your eternal fate, O my neh 
ling or not, thou muſt be our judge, 
why, do. not we conſider before, . 
hand, how much it imports us $0 
render thee propitious to us againſt 
that hour of terror? And yet, after. 
* * would wiſh, my God, to 
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have any other judge of his fate than 
thee ? Thrice happy they who, at 
that dreadſul ume. mah be enable 
to rejoice with hee! 

O my Lord and my God, how 10 
it that a Chriſtian, whom thou haft 
raiſed from the abyſs of fin, who 
ſees the miſerable condition to which 
he had reduced himſelf for a momen- 
tary fatisfaQtion, and who is reſol- 
ved, by the affiftance of thy grace, 
which is never wanting to thoſe 
who love thee, and who perſevere 
in petitioning for the gift of an in- 
violable fidelity to thee, how is it 
that ſuch a one can by any means 
ſupport” life! How can he avoid 
dying wich grief at the refleQion 
of what he loſt in loſing his baptiſ- 
mal innocence!” The happieſt life 
that ſuch a Chriſtian can lead, is to 
pe continually. ching with this re- 

JO! > fletion. 
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ſoul, that tenderly loves thee, ſup- 
port itſelf in this ſtate? Alas, my 
God, whither are my thoughts 
ſtraying! Can I then forget that 
thou cameſ into the world to re- 
deem ſinners? Can I forget, at how 
dear a price .thou.. haſt redeemed 
them? Yes, my Saviour, thou haſt 
expiated my falſe pleaſures by real 
pains and bloody ſtripes? Thou haſt 
cured my interior blindneſs by the 
hood-winking of thy ſacred eyes, 
and thou haſt atoned for my vain- 
glorious thoughts, by the ſharp, and 
cruel thorns with which thy bleſſed 
bead was crowned. O my Lord, 
my deareſt Lord, the confideration 
of all this torments the more a ſoul 
that loves thee: the only conſola- 
tion I find under this reflection is, 
that _ mercy ſhall be the more 
1 extolled, 
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extolled, in propoxtion as my wick- 
edneſs ſhall hereafter be more ſully 
diſcovered. Vet ſhall not this tor-, 
ment ever entirely ceaſe, until, with, 
every other miſery of this mortal 
life, it ſhall be forgotten in the fight. 
ang enjoyment oh nd xo 
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A Prajer, that God would enable 1s 
to redeem the Time we "have ſpent 
' otherwiſe . n * 9 Ty 
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k ſcems, "oy my God, that my 
ſoul enjoys a certain repoſe 1 in the 
conſideration of the joy it ſhall ex- 
perience, if through thy mercy it 
ſhould come to the poſſeſſion of 
thee; but, i in the mean time, it is 

r my 
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my earneſt defire toſerve thee, ſince 
it was by ſerving me thou haſt ac- 
quired that happineſs which 1 hope 
to enjoy. What ſhall I now do, O 
my Lord? What ſhall I do? for 
alas, too late do I experience this 
deſite of ſerving thee, notwithſtand- 
ing that in the earlieſt part of my 
life thou didſt ſeek to gain me, and 
didſt call upon me to give myſelf 
entirely to thee, But haſt thou 
ever yet rejected any. foul; on ac- 
count of its miſery ? Or halt thou 
turned a deaf ear to any one that 
called for thy merey? Have any 
limits yet been ſound for. the ex- 
tent of thy goodneſs and thy 
power? Now then, O my moſt 
merciful | Cod, is the time to 
diſplay theſe attrihutes in regard to 
chis thy ſupplicating ſervant, by in- 
ſp ring me with a contrition fos the 
mort loſs 


(16 ) 
lols of fo much precious time as 1 
have miſpent in my paſt life, and in 
enabling me, O my God, to redeem 
it. It may ſeem a folly to aſk this 
favor of thee, ſince every one 
agrees, that paſt time cannot be 
recovered. But bleſſed be thou; 
my God and my Saviour, whoſe 
power is infinite, and to whom no- 
thing is of courſe impoſſible, do 
thou only will it, my God, do thou 
only will it, and however imperfea 
is my faith, I believe it will be 
done. The more I reſſect on the 
wonders thou haſt performed, and 
the ſtill greater thou art capable of 
performing, the more is my faith 
ſtrengthened; and the greater con« 
fidence do I entertain of thy grant- 
ing the requeſt I make at preſet. 
But after all what is there extraor- 
dinary in any thing that proceeds 

dl from 
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from an Almighty Power? Thou 
knoweſt, O my God, that i in all my 
ſpiritual miſery I was never wantin 

in acknowledging the greatneſs 0 4 
thy power and mercy. Have re- 
gard to the grace thou haſt be- 
| ſtowed upon me in preſerving me 
ſrom offending thee at leaſt in this 
particular. Recover then for we, 
O God, the time I have loſt, by 
beſtowing on me a more plentiful 
effuſion of thy grace, ſo that, late as 
it is, I may yet provide, againſt thy 
coming, that nuptial garment which 
is neceſſary to entitle me to a ſeat 
at thy heavenly banquet. . If thou 
wilt, O Lord, this 'ſhall certainly 
be done. Ds 
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MEDITATION V. 
On Martha's complaint of Mary, 
Luke, c. x. and how juſtly a ſoul - 


that loves God may complain. to him 
of her preſent miſeries. 


O My deareſt Lord, hoy can that 
ſoul, which has been ſo ungrateful to 
thee, and has made ſo bad a uſe of 
paſt favors, preſume to demand 
freſh favors at thy hands? Can that 
perſon be truſted, whole treachery 
has been ſo often proved before? 
But what then ſhall I do in theſe 
extremities, O thou comfort of the 
afflicted, and refuge of thoſe who 
put their truſt in thee? Had I 
better conceal my wants, until thou 
thyſelf ſhalt, unſolicited, relieve 
them ? No, moſt certainly, becauſe 

thou, 
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thou, my Lord, and my Delight, 
knowing how: numerous, and how 
preſſing they are, and likewiſe the 
conſolation it affords me to bewail 
them in thy preſence, haſt com- 
manded-us, on all ſuch occaſions, 
to offer up our petitions to thee, 
with a full aſſurance of thy granting 
what we aſk for. 

I ſometimes think of the com- 
plaint which holy Martha made to 
thee; for ſhe ſeems to me, not ſo 
much to have blamed her ſiſter, as 
to have lamented, that thou 
didſt not attend to the pains the 
took to pleaſe thee; and that thou 
didſt not ſeem deſirous of her con- 
tinuing near thy divine perſon, 
She probably thought ſhe was not 
ſo much beloved by thee as her 
ſiſter was, and ſhe certainly muſt 
have been much more ſenſible of 
D 2 this 
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this misfortune; than of the pains it 
coſt her in ſerving thee who vert 
ſo dear to her. For this her love 
of thee could not but render ſuch 
labors delightful to her. This ap- 
pears farther, from ber not ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to her ſiſter, but 
only ta thee, O Lord; her love em- 
boldening her to aſk of thee, thou 
lad /i no care of her? Thy anſwer 
alſo points out the purport of her 
complaint, in giving her to under- 
ſtand, that it is love alone which 
gives a value to whatever we do, 
and that the; one thing neceſſary is to 
love thee an ſuch manner, as that no- 
ching may ever interrupt the exer- 
ciſe of this love. ' 16,211.9 

But how can ve obtain a love 
that ſhall correſpond with what we 
owe to our beloved? It is impoſſi- 
. O my God, except our love be 
l united 


( *t ) 
united with and draw its merit from 
that infinite love which thou beareſt 
us. Shall 1 then complain, with 
this holy woman, that thou doſt not 
ſufficiently love and regard me? 
Alas, my God, I have no cauſe for 
ſo doing: on the contrary, I have 
ever experienced much ſtronger 
and more wonderſul proofs of thy 
love than I have even known how to 
aſk for or deſire. If I ought to 
complain of any thing, it ſhould be 
hat ty mercy has been too great 
Mm bearing with my ingratitude. 
What then can ſo miſerable awretch 
as lam aſk of thee, unleſs it be, 
according to the ſentiment of the 
great St. Auguſtine, that thou 
wouldſt give me before-hand what- 
ever I am to re-pay to thee; for 
thus only can I ſatisfy, for the 
ſmalleſt part of the immenſe debt T 
5910 ove 
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owe” | thee. // - Remember, O my 
Creator, that I am che workmanſhip 
af thy hands, teach me to know 
thee in 0 * I may nog 
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_ dently defer to — united to her God. 
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of Thou Lord i all things, n my 
Delight and my God, how long ſhall 
I continue languiſhing to behold 
thee ? What comfort can be afford” 
ed that ſoul which has learned to 
thee ? O this long life! this od 
life! this dying life, which 1 lead 
here upop earth! What a loneſome 
exile 1 is it, and how deſtitute of all 
comfort! How Jong, O Lord, how 
long ſhall it endure! What, O my 

ſoyereign 


a 
* 


G 

ſovereign Good, ſay, what ſhall 1:46 
Whilſt it continues? Shall 1 with 
tobe delivered from this ardent de- 
fare*sf enjoying thee that torments 
me? O my Creator and my God, 
Thou doſt give wounds that want 
no cure, thou doſt ſtrike without 
bruiſing, thou doſt kill, and thereby 
beſtow new life, in fine, thou doſt 
act in all things conformably to the 
infinitude of thy power, it is thy 
pleaſure,that this contemptible worm 
of che eatth ſhould be the ſubjeti 
of ſuch ſtrange contrarieties! Be ig 
ſo then, my God, ſince thou haſt ſo 
ordained it, for I deſire nothing but 
that thy will may be done in all 
things. / But alas, my Creator, 
extreme grief makes me ſpeak and 
complain of that which, admits of 
no remedy, till thou ſhalt pleaſe to 
provide one. It ie true, my Tout; 

89 Og | pent 
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pent up in cloſe. bondage, ardently 
ſighs for her deliverance, but even 


this ſhe only deſires in conformity 
with thy bleſſed will. Let this pain, 
O Lord, encreaſe on earth, by en- 
ereaſing my love of thee, or elſe af- 
ford me a cure for it in the ſight of 
thee in heaven. |. Arad 
O Death! O Death! L is 
the Chriſtian that fears thee, ſince 
thou alone art the gate of life ? But, 
alas, how can that Chriſtian avoid 
fearing thee, who has paſſed the 
greateſt part of his life devoid of the 
fear and love of his God? And 
fince I am conſcious of being in 
that ſituation, what is it 1 pray for 
in praying for my death? What do 


' L aſk for, but perhaps for the pu- 
niſhment I have deſerved by my 
| fins? But O thou my only Good, 
do thou avert this heavy doom from 


(&) 

me, to redeem me from which thou 
haſt paid ſo dear a price. And do 
thou, O my ſoul, abandon thyſelf to 
the holy will of God, fince his is 
evidemly thy wiſeſt courſe. Serve 
him during his good pleaſute, and 
truſt that he will deliver thee from 
the pains of this exile, when by due 
penance thou ſhalt have obtained 
the pardon of thy ſins: do not look. 
for enjoyment till thou haſt merited 
it” by ſuffering: but alas, thou my 
true Lord and only King, 1 am ut- 
terly incapable even of this, unleſs: 
thou doſt ſtrengthen me for this 
purpoſe by thy grace: for with thy. 
„ I can 1 eg; 
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. "MEDITATION VII. | 


On the — Goodneſ of God, who 
| teftafiesg that his Han ts 6 be with 
+ the — a men. 6 
1 iT 115! 4) It | 
Thou u my true «Lord, and ah 
— ather, my Brother, and 
my Creator, how does my foul over- 
flow with joy at that comfortable 
aſſurance thou haſt given us, that 
thy: delight is to be with the children q 
men I Prov. viii. 31. Ho effedual 
are theſe words, O thou ſovereign 
Lord of heaven and earth, to diſpel 
every darkſome cloud of deſpair 
from the minds of ſinners! Is it for 
the want of an object of thy divine 
complacency, that thou art delighted 
with ſo mean and filthy a worm as 1 


hank No, my God, thou haſt pro- 


claimed 


{ * 
claimed from heaven, at the baptiſm _ 
of thy Son, that in him toy art well 
pleaſed, Mat. iii. 17. &c. doſt thou 
then put us upon a footing with 
him? O incomprehenſible mercy! 
O aſtoniſhing favor, fo far tranſcend- 
ing our deſerts! Can we mortals 
ever forget it? O my God, thou 
who knoweſt all things, knoweſt my 
miſery, and how capable I am of 
this ingratiiude; but do thou mer. 
cifully prevent it. And now, my 
ſoul, let us think, how great love 
and complacency the eternal Fa- 
ther conceives in the contemplation 
of his co- eternal Son, and the Son 
reciprocally in the contemplatian 
of the Father; think, at the ſame 
time, of the inflamed ardor with 
which the Holy Ghoſt is united to 
the Father and the Son, in the con- 


templation of them; and ho theſe 
nt 13528. E 2 three 


{( -28 )) 


three ine ffable perſons. are 1nſepa- 
rably united in this mutual contemp- 
lation and love, ' becauſe they are 
the fame undi vided Deity. Their 
[adorable perſons mutually know, 
mutually love, and mutually de- 
light in each other. What need 
then have they of my love? Tell 
me, O my God, why thou doſt de- 
ſire to have it, or what heneſit ĩt is 
of to thee ? Bleſſed be thou. O my 
God, bleſſed be thou for ever, 
bleſſed be thou by all thy creatures, 
vorld without end, becauſe there 
is neither end nor moaſure in thee, 
or in thy div ine perfettions. Re- 
joice, O my ſoul, chat thy God is 
loved as he deſerves to be loved, 
in as much as his own infinite per- 
fections are the obje& of his infi- 

nite knowledge and complaceney. 
Thank him, that even here on earth 


he 


tw) 


he has been worthily known and 
loved-by his divine Son. Under 
his protection thou mayeſt approach 
the divine Majeſty, and prefume to 
'beſeech him that, fince he deigns 
to delight in thee, the whole circle 
of created beings may not ha 
power to prevent 'thee from de- 
Hybting in him, and rejoicing in His 
infinite perfeQtibns, and that he is fo 
worthy to be loved and praifed hy 
All his creatures. Beg of 'Him alfs, 
that he would enable thee tö co 
tribute, in ſome degree, to the 
fanktifcation of his holy name, ant 
that chou tayeſt be enabled to fe- 
peat, in the ſincetity of thy heat, 
wich the bleſſed Virgin, My /out doth 
Mighi/y ard preiſe tie Lord. en 
1 1 
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MEDITATION VIII.. 


4 Praye er for Sinners, 24 are fo in- 
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O Lord and, my, God, hoy 
truly haſt. thou, the, words. of eternal 
le, John vi. 69. wherein we, may 
find whatever We ſtand. in need of, 
if we. will but be at, the pains of 
ſearching for it. But what vonder 
is it, if we forget thy ſacred vords, 
in that ſtate of folly and ſpiritual 
miſery into which our ſins have caſt 
us? Q my God, thou Creator Ki 
the Univerſe, in whoſe preſence 

that, thou baſt yet created is no- 
thing in compariſon with what thou 
art able to create: Thou, omnipo- 


tent God, who canſt do infinitely 
more 


9107 WIe 
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(on) 
more than I am able to underſtand; 
make me the fubject of thy infinite 
power, and grant that thy words 
may never be effaced from my 
mind. Thou has ſaid, Come to me 
all you that labor and are oppreſſed, 
and I will refreſh you. Mat. 2 
What can we wiſh for, what can we 
aſk for more than thou haſt here 
promiſed us? and why art world- 
lings loſt but for ſeeking, elſewhere 
than in thee, for their comfort and 
repoſe? Alas, my God, how wretched 
and blind are thoſe who ſeek for 
repoſe out of thee? Have compaſ- 
ſion, O Lord, on the creatures thou 
haſt made: Remember that we are 
ſtrangers to ourſelves, that we know 
not what we wiſh for, and that, we 
wander far from the happineſs we are 
in ſearch of. Give light, O God, to 
our fouls, We are in 4 Rill -mbte 

deplorable 


( 3% )) 


deplorable fate of bli ndueſs than the 
man born blind was, whom ve read 
oſ in the Goſpeh: for. he earneſtly. 
wiſhed. and prayed for his ſight, 
but we are in total 'darkneſs, and 
ape contented, to remain ſo. How. 
deſperate, alas, is our condition! 
Here, O my God, is need, at the | 
ſame time, of thy omnipotent power, 
and of thy inexhauſtible merey. 
Thou Lord of my heart, and only 
tue God, how great a favor do 1 
now. preſume to aſk thee ] It is no 
other than that thou wouldſt, deign 
to love thoſe who do not love thee, 
that thou vouldſt open to thoſe who, 
do not ſo much as knock, and that 
thou wouldſt afford a cure to thoſe 
who are delighted with their malady, 
and who ſtudiouſſy endeaypur. to 
encreaſe ii. Thou baſt ſaid, my 


Gods that thou didſt come on earth, 
231414 to 
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to call ſinners, Mat. ix. 16. Theſe, 
O Lord, are in the ſtrict ſenſe ſin- 
ners. Do not have regard to our 
blindneſs, but caſt thine eyes on the 
| ſtreams of blood thy Son haspoured 
forth for our ſalvation. Make the 
light of thy mercy ſhine forth 
through the thick cloud of dur 
ſinful paſſions. Conſider us, O 
God, as the work of thy hands, 
and ſave us for thy mercy's and 
bounty's lake. 


1 . 


MEDITATION IX. 


Another Prayer to God for thoſe in- 
| .  fatuated, ſouls, who are not defirous 

/ being delivered from their ſpi- 
1 tual maladies. 


. whoſe compaſſion and 
love for. my foul is ſo great, thou 
| haſt alſo ſaid, / any one thirſt, let him 
come to me and drink, John vii. 37. 
| Alas, how can thoſe avoid being 
| thirſty who are burning with the 
flames of worldly paſſions? and 
what copious draughts do they re- 
quire to prevent their being totally 
conſumed? I know thy bounty is 
ſuch, that thou wilt not refuſe, even 
| to theſe, thy heavenly water; thou 
haſt promiſed it, and thy words can | 
never fail. But if, alas, from long 
I | habit 
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habit, they do not perceive the heat 
of theſe flames, but rather cheriſh 
themſelves with it, if they have 
ſo far loſt their reaſon, as to be in- 
ſenfible of their miſerable condi. 
tion, what remedy, O' my God, is 
left: for them? Nevertheleſs thou 
art come into the world to remedy 
even ſuch : deſperate maladies as 


theſe are. Enter then, O Lord, up- 


on this work at preſent. It is in 
ſuch deplorable caſes of miſery chat 
the greatneſs of chy mercy will ap- 
pear. Conſider that theſe thy ene- 


mies are making daily advances in 


their ſinful career. Have pity on 
thoſe who have no pity on them- 
ſelves, and fince they are ſo deſpe- 
rately miſerable as not to deſire to 
come to thee, do thou, O Lord, 
condeſcend to go in ſearch of 
them. Behold I beg this, in their 
46" name, 
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name, in the full confidence of their 
riſing from the ſtate of death in 
which they lie at preſent, as ſoon as 
they ſhall enter into themſelves, to 
know their own miſery, and to taſte 
thy ſweetneſs. 

.. O Life, that giveſt life t to all, give 
me alſo of this water, which thou haſt 
promiſed to thoſe who aſk for it. 
Behold I aſk for it, my God, and 
moſt ardently defire to have it, and 
I here preſent myſelf before thee in 
order to receive it of thee. Do not 
withdraw thyſelf from me, fince 
thou knoweſt how neceſſary the ſolace 
of thy preſence isto a ſoul that lan- 
guiſhes with the love of thee What 
a ſubje& of ſurprize and fear is it, 
O my God, to conſider the different 
kinds of fire that inflame the breaſts 
of men in this mortal life, The 

one 
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one kind of fire deſtroys the ſoul, 
and reduces it, as it wefe, to aſhes; 
tie other purifies, and renders it 
capable of an immortal life, and of 
the enjoyment of thee. - O wounds 
of my Saviour, living ſources of 
'grace, how abundantly do you 
overflow for our refreſhment and 
preſervation! - How ſecurely do 
they walk amidſt the dangerous 
fires of 'this world, who are ever 
careful to refreſh their ſouls with the 
facred ſtreams flowing from them! 


| 
| 


| 
| 


3. 


MEDITATION. X. 


On the ſmall number of the true ſer- 
| wants of God. Another Prayer for 
| hardened ſouls, who refuſe to come 


' forth from the ſepulchre of t their 4 


O Gop of my ſoul, how. 3 
are we ever to offend thee, and 
how ſtill more ready art thou, to 
forgive us! Whence, O God, can 
this daring boldneſs of ours, pro- 
ceed? If it is from the knowledge 
we have of the greatneſs of thy 
mercy, can we be ignorant, that the 
extent of thy juſtice is proportioned 
to it? Thou haſt ſaid, my God, by 
the mouth of thy Prophet, The pains 


of death have encompaſſed me. Pl. 


cxiv. 3. Alas! Alas! how, dread- 


ful a thing muſt fin then be, which, 


Was 
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gur only true Friend, how ll! ds 
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was caphble of caufing torments ind 
death to a God! and dòes not this 
cruel! perſecution, O my God, ſtill} 
purſue thee ? Where canſt thou go 
but the fins of men fil} attack'thee; 
and renew thy wounds with mortal 
violence ? nnn 

O Chriſtians, it is at length time 
for you to take part with him who is 
your King, and to attend upon him 
in the general derelidtion he expe- 
riences: for how ſmall is the nam- 
ber of thoſe that remain faithful to 
him! while the multitude; that fol- 
lows the ſtandard of Satan, is great 
beyond conception. But the worſt 
circumſtance of all is, that thoſe, 
who pretend in public to take part 
with Jeſus, betray him in private, ſo 
that he can fearcely find any in 
whom be can "confide; O thou, 


ſuch 


(4 ) | 
ſuch traitors requite thy friendſhip 
and bounty! O ye true Chriſtians, 
whoever you are, join your tears 
with thoſe of your Saviour, ſince 
he did not ſhed tears /alone for La- 
zarus, when he wept bver his tomb, 
but likewiſe for all thoſe, who, 
though called like bim, with aloud 
voice, yet, unlike him, refuſe to quit 
the grave of their ſinful habits. O 
thou my ſovereign Good, how inti- 
mately preſent were my ſins at that 
moment to thy mind! hut now at 
leaſt, O my God, I beſeech thee, 
put a final ſtop to their courſe, and 
not to the courſe of my fins only, 
but to the fins of all mankind: Give, 
life to all ſouls that are dead in fin, 
and let thy cry, O my Saviour, be 
ſo ſtrong, and ſo efficacious, that it, 
may give life to them, though they 
110 not defire this favor, and may 
951 8 make 
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male them finally quit the. ra 
of cheir Ginful habit. Lazarus 
himſelf. did not pray to de re- 
ſtored to life, but thou didſt work 
chis miracle, at the entreaty of a V0. 
man that had been a finger: be. 
Hold here, © Lord, is a finful vo- 
man at thy feet, but much more 
waded with fins than Magdalen 
was. Make the greatneſs of th 
mercy, O my God, appear. I a 
this mercy; miſetable as 1 am, for 
thoſe who will not afk it for them- 
fees: Thou knowelt, O wy o- 
vereign Lord, how much it afflicts 
me, to refle& on the dreadful, tor- 
ments they muſt for ever endure, 
if they are not converted to thee. 
O you, who are habituated to the 
indulgence of eaſe, comfort, and 
delight, and who know not what it 


is to her the contradiction of your 
G will 
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will in any thing, have pity on 
yourſelves. Remember that the day 
is coming, which ſhall ſubje& you 
to the tyranny of the infernal ſpi- 
rits. Conſider well, that the Judge, 
who will. then condemn your obſti- 
nacy, now entreats you to be con- 
verted, Reflect, that you are not 
ſure of a moment of your preſent 
life why then are you ſuch enemies 
to yourſelves, as to. refuſe eternal 
life hereafter. O the hardneſs of the 
hearts of men! do thou, my God, 
ſoften them, by an effort of that 
mercy which knows ng bounds. . 


MEDI 
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MEDITATION xt. 


On, the dug el condition of * 
that, at the moment. of death, finds 
herſelf condemned to eternal tor- 


O My good, my gracious God, 
how is my ſoul overwhelmed with 
anguiſh, when I repreſent to myſelf, 
the condition of one, who; here on 
earth, has always been reſpeRed, 
beloved, and honored, when at the 
inſtant of his paſſage to the other 
world, he ſees himſelf utterly loſt; 
and clearly underſtands, that the 
torments to which he is doomed 
ſhall never have an end! He ean- 
not now ſhut his eyes to the truths 
of religion, as he has heretofore 
1 It appears to him, that he was 

* G 2 ſnatched 
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ſnatched from hisworldly enjoyments, 
the very inſtant after he had attain- 
ed them; fince whatever paſſes 
wich time will then appear to him 
momentary. He ſees himſelf fur- 
rounded with the hideous and piti- 


leſs companions of his endleſs mi- 


ſery. He feels himſelf plunged in- 
to that ſtinking lake, Vhere the in- 
dragops. ſhall ſtrive. which 
wanton parted bim. In fine; he 
finds himſelf buried, in this dark- | 
ſome abyſs, Which affords nothing 
but a ſmoaky flame, ſufficient to 
make him ſee, the ohje d ob terror 
= which he is ſurtounded . 
Alas, how whnitely Hort des 
the horror of [this deſcxiption fall 


of the reality! and vho, O. Lord; 


has ſo. blindfolded this unhappy. 
- foul, that ſhe does not ſo much as 


ann this infernal an, the 


finds 


1 
finds. berſelf plunged into it. for 
ever? Who, O Lord, has ſo fhin 
ber cans, that the has never heard 
what: bas baen a thouſand; and a 
thouſand times repeated to her, 
ver-cnding life of woe}: O torment 
than they are accuſtomed to, ſhould 
not: be afraid of this W 
ſufferings?! - elan | 
O Lord, Wy ah 1 bewail 
unhappy time, when theſe truths 
were hidden from my eyes, as they 
are now from the eyes of ſo many 
others! but ſince thou knoweſt my 
extreme affliction at beholding this 
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unhappy multitude, what I entreat 
of thee is, that thou wouldſt at leaſt 
open the eyes of ſome one amongſt 
them; who, by thy grace, may be 
enabled to give light to the reſt; 
Ido not aſk this favor of thee; for 
my own ſake, for I am utterly un- 
worthy of every favor at thy hands; 
but I aſk it through the infinite me- 
rits of thy beloved Son. Caſt thine 
eyes, O God, on his wounds, and 
fince he forgave thoſe who inflicted 
theſe. wounds upon him, do thou 
alſo, . O Lord, forgive the ſins we 
have committed againſt the. 


+ © +» # 
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"UEDITATION. XII. 


How timid u we are in ſerving God, and 
how bold we are in offending him. 
| 4 warm exhortation to ſinners to en- 

en ins tenſes bY.» vi 


On My God, wind my —_ e 
how comes it that, being ſo fearful 
of conſequences in other undertak- 
ings, we are only bold and fearleſs 
in oppoſing thee? It ſeems as if all 
the children of Adam were confe- 
derated in this unnatural warfare. 
But were not their reaſon darkened 
by fin, they would ſee the folly of 
attacking him who made them, and 
of conſtantly daring bim to combat, 
who in a moment could plunge them 
into the bottomleſs abyſs. But be- 
ing blind as they are, they akt like 
15 | | 
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| ning, angobly Aiadeg in attacking 


ton haſt need of - all that infinite 


- patiently to wait till v vn t 
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madmen purſuing their deftruftion, 
white they think they are comnvwi- 
buting to their welfare, and in | ſhart 
oppoſing every maxim of common 
ſenſe. What remedy is there,' O 
my God, for thoſe who a 
der this dreadful infatuation. ' 

ſaid, that frenzy gives _ 
the weakeſt perſons; ſuch at 1 | 
is the cafe with theſe; O my God, 
they ave weak in woery other at- 


r beſt triend Mo vi abt 
tor. 
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love thou beareſt us to ſupport ſuck 
extravagant fully on our part, and 


nur ſenſes, whilk, in ahr mean time, 
thou ꝓprovideſt a * N 
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my God, that | Sem would be | 
found ſo deſtithte. of reſolution, 
when Jt is nece unte break through, 
diſengage themſelves from a danger 
which expoſes them to everlaſting 
perdition; for, on theſe occaſions, : 
they think it impoſſible: to do what, 
is required of them, even rhough | 
they were ever ſo much deſirous | of. 
it, and yet at the ſame time that theſe 
men ſhould be found ſo ſtrong and 
reſolute in attacking! thy, tremen- 
dous Majeſty, by ſin, Whence is 
it, O my. only Good, that they de- 
rive this courage? It cannot be 
from the captain they boley n this 
warfare; for he is thy ſlave and 
chained down by. thee in unguench- 
able flames, How can he, that is 
himſelf ſubdued, inſpire others with. 

N u H confidence 


— 


. 
confidence to vage var againſt 
thee? How, on the other hand, can 
mortals enliſt themſelves in the ſer- 
vice of ſuch a maſter, who being 
driven from his celeſtial inheritance ' 
ſuffers the moſt abject ſtate of want? 
What can he give his followers, who 
has no other poſſeſſion but endleſs 
torments? How comes it, O my 
Creator, how comes it that we are ſo 
forward to oppoſe thee, and fo 
backward in reſiſting Satan? for 
though we were under no obliga- 
to thee, our ſovereign BenefaQor, 
and, on the other hand, were in- 
debted for ſomething to the Prince 
of Darkneſs, yet how could we 
bring ourſelves to forfeit the true 
and never-failing rewards thou haſt 
promiſed us, for the falſe and delu- 
ſive joys that he holds out to us? 
and What dependance can we place 


4 upon 
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upon his promiſes to us, who he 


proved himſelf a traitor to thee ? 
O my Lord, how ſtrange is our 
blindneſs! O my King, how dread- 
ſul js our madneſs! O my God, | 
how intolerable is our ingratitude! 
to pay homage to the Devil with the 
very gifts of thy bounty! to requite 
thy tender love with beſtowing our 
affeftions ''on' him who hates thee, 
and ſhall hate thee for all eternity! 
and, after all the blood thou haſt 
ſhed, the ftripes thou haſt horn, and 
the other bitter torments thou haſt 
endured for the loye of us, inſtead 
of ayenging the cauſe of thy hea- 
venly Father (for as to thyſelf, O 
my Jefus, thou diſclaimeſt all ven- 
geance, and prayeſt for thy tarmen- 
tors) that after all this, I ſay, we 
ſhould affociate ourſelyes, and join 
with thoſe who have thus barba- 
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Jogy treated thee! But ſince we, 
at preſent, follow the ſame infernal 
Ebiefrain that they do, who can 
übt of our being claſſed with 
ah em herealter, and of our bei 
the com anions of their everlaſtin 
torments? This muſt be the caſe, 
unleſs thy mercy, O Lord, inter- 
veyes, by reſtoring us to our ' ſenſes, 
and curing u us of our folly. 

5 Return then, O ye children of 
men, return to yourſelyes. Caſt 
| out eyes on this your King, while 
, et he i is meek, and is diſpoſed to 

La you \ with mercy. Ceale to fin, 
and, on the contrary, turn all the | 
orces df your ſoul againſt that in- 
Terhi foe who is carrying on a fatal 
war againſt you, a and who is endea- 
vourn to rob you of your hea- 
veply inheritance. Again I ſay to 
you, return to yourſelves. Open 

your 


6 80 
your eyes, and, vith loud cries and | 
tears, beg light of him who comes 
to give it to all the world. In the 
name of God reſlect, that by your 
fins, you aim at his life, who has 
ſuffered death to afford lite to you, 
and who alone defends you from all 
your « enemies. But if all this is not 
ſufficient. to make you deſiſt from 
ſinning, know that it is in vain you 
faiſe yourſelves up againſt his infi- 
nite power; and that ſooner or 
| later you muſt atone for this con- 
tempt and boldneſs in unextinguiſh- 
able flames. Is it becauſe. you ſee, 
as it were, the hands of this omnipo- 
tent Lord tied faſt by the love he 
bears you that you thus inſult him? 
What other than this was the con- 
duti of his executioners, who firſt 
bound him with cords, and then pro- 


ceeded 
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( 54 ) 
eeeded to inflia ſtripes and wounds 
without number upon him ? 

O my God, is it poſſible thou 
ſhouldit endure ſo much for thoſe 
who are ſo little ſenſible of thy ſuf- 
ferings! but the day ſhall come, O 
Lord, when thy juſtice ſhall in its 
turn be diſplayed, and when men 
ſhall ſee if it is not egual to thy + 
mercy. Think of this, Chriftians, 
O think of it ſeriouſly. It is cer- 
tain, that we can never comprehend 
the extent of our obligations to the 
Almighty, nor the infinitude of his 
mercy. If then it be true, that his 
juſtice is every way equal to his 
mercy, alas, my God, alas, what ſhall 
become of thoſe who have deſerved 
to experience it inall its extent, and 
who ſhall be the eternal victims of 


its ſeverity * 
MEDI. 


( 85) 


MEDITATION XIII. 


On the happineſs of the Saints in hea- 
ven, and on the folly of mortals in 
preferring falſe pleaſures at preſent 
to this real felicity hereafter. | 


Or holy ſouls, who now enjoy. 
compleat felicity in heaven without 
the danger of ever loſing it, and 
who are for ever abſorpt in the prai- 
ſes of my God, how happy is your 
lot! how juſt is it that you ſhould, 
inceſſantly pour yourſelves forth in 
this ſweet exerciſe! how does my. 
ſoul envy your happy condition, 
freed as you are from the pain of 
beholding, on one hand, the offen- 
ces that in this wicked world are 
each moment committed againſt my 
God, and the ingratitude of men to- 

4265 ; wards 
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wards him, and on the other, their 
ſtupid inattention to the multicude 
of ſouls which Satan each day _ 


ctpirares into hell. 
O happy ſpirits, that now enjoy 


_ the blifs of paradiſe; haye compaſ- 


ſion on our miſery; and intereede 
for us to the Almighty; that he would- 
beftow upon us ſome ſm̃all ſhare of 


your felicity, and that he would 


dart upon our ſouls one ray of that 
divine knowledge with which you 
are Wwhölly enlightened. O my 
God, make us ſenſible” how great 
the recompence is which thou haſt 
prepared for thoſe Who courageduſſy 
fight thy battles during the dream 
of this mortal life. O ye ſpirits;? 
all: inflamed with love, obtain that 
we may underſtand, how delightful 
an employment it is to you, to look 
forward to that eternity of yo 

2 b enjoyment 
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enjoyment of God, and to be con- 


vinced, that this your happineſs 
ſhall never have an end. How 


wretched are we, O my Saviour, 
who though we believe theſe truths, 
yet for want of reflefting upon them, 
are ſo habituated to our blindneſs, 
that we neither fee them, nor even 
wiſh-to ſee them! n 
- Deluded aries: you * 0 
eagerly purſue your preſent intereſt 
and pleaſure, ſee what you: loſe: by 
your impatience: perhaps, for want 
of waiting a ſingle year, a ſingle day, 
a ſingle hour, or even a ſingle mi- 
nute, you ſacrifice infinite and eter- 
nal joys to a wretched momentary 
gratification. Alas, my God, how 
linale confidence do we repoſe in 
thee; fince we refuſe to wait ſo ſhort 
a time for the accompliſhment of, 
thy promiſes! and yet, how much 
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pole. "Obtain for us theſe treaſures, 


( 38 ) 
confidence haſt thou placed in us, 
in intruſting us with the rich 
treaſure of thy divine Son, during 
the three and thirty years of his 
mortal life, as likewiſe with the 
merits of his bitter death on the 
croſs!. and theſe benefits, O my 
God, thou didft provide for us be- 
fore our birth, and notwithſtanding 
the ſoreſight thou hadſt of the ill 
return we ſhould make thee for them, 
to the end that nothing might be 
wanting to us on thy part, towards 
making us comprently rich in hea- 
venly treaſures. 

Oye happy ſouls, who bends 
fo wiſe a uſe of theſe ineſtimahle 
treaſures as to purchaſe with them 
an inheritance of everlaſting joys, 
inſtru us, by your example, to em- 
ploy them for the ſame blefſed pur- 


you 


you who are ſo near to their ſoun- 
tain head: draw for us of this hea- 
venly water, O draw for us, who 
are here periſhing with thirſt. 


———— 
MEDITATION XIV. 


On the Countenance of Jeſus Chri 

at the laft Judgment, how full of 
comfort it ſhall be to the juſt, and 
/ terror to the wicked. 


O My ung Lord and my God, he 
who knows thee not loves thee not; 
how ſerious a truth is this! and 
- wo. io them ho do not take pains 
to knoy ther! The hour of death 
is. indeed an hour of terror, but how 
far more terrible will that laſt day 
be, when thy juſtice ſhall be exe 
TY I 2 ſyegt 
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ſweet Saviour, I often think what 
comfort. and deligbt thy eyes will 
diſpenſe to thoſe who love thee; 
and on whom thou art pleaſed to 
caſt a ſavorable look. Methinks 
one of: theſe gracious: looks, on 
thoſe thou art pleaſed; to conſider 
as thy own, would be a ſufficient 
recompenſe for all the years they 
may have ſpent in thy ſervice. 
How hard, my God, is it to make 
thoſe comprehend this; who have 
never taſted how | fweet the Lord 1s! 
Think, O Chriſtians, think that you 
have been raiſed to the dignity of 
Brethren of Jeſus Chriſt. Conſi- 
der bim well, and do not deſpiſe 
him, for in proportion to the ſweets 
neſs of bis aſpett at that great day, 
in regard to thoſe who love him, 
ſuch ſhall} be the terror of his 
countenance to thoſe who have 
. oppoſed 


(&@) 
oppoſed and perſecuted him, their 
Sovereign and 'their Creator, 'with 
all the ſenſes of the body and 
all the faculties of the ſoul. 

Thou knoweſt, O my Lord, that 
I have often been much more terri- 
fied at the apprehenſion of behold- 
ing thy countenance incenſed a- 
gainſt me at the laſt terrible day, 
than at the idea of all the torments 
and furies of hell repreſented to 
my mind; and thou knoweſt how 
oſten I have beſought thee, as behold, 
proſtrate before” thee, 1+ beſeech 
thee now at preſent, that, of thy in- 
finite mercy, thou wouldſt ſpare me 
this greateſt and moſt deplorable 
miſery :- for what misſortune can 
befal me equal to this? May every 
other calamity thou art pleaſed to 
appoint overwhelm me, only ſpare: 
me this, and grant that I may not 
botog be 
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be excluded for ever from the ſight 
of thy gracious countenance. Be- 
hold thy heavenly Father has be- 
ſtowed thee as a preſent upon us, 
grant that IJ may not for ever loſe 
thee, my moſt invaluable treaſure. 
O eternal Father, I confeſs. that 1 
have hitherto been negligent and 
ſaithleſs in preſerving it, but my 
evil is not without remedy, as long 
as the period of * trial is not 
concluded. s Auth! 23 
O ye, my brethren, my 8 
children of the ſame common Fa- 
ther with myſelf, let us exert ours 
ſelves to obtain his favor, ſince he 
has aſſured us, that in whateyer 
day we are truly contrite for our 
offences, he will remember them 
no more. O boundleſs merey of 
my God, what can we deſire more 
than this? might not we even bluſh, 
without 
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without ſuch: an aſſurance, to -aſk 
- for the pardon of our ſins upon 
ſuch terms as theſe? Let us at leaſt 
accept of the proffered mercy. of 
our compaſſionating God, and ſince 
he is graciouſly pleaſed to court our 
friendſhip, let us not refuſe it-on our 
part, ſeeing that he has ſhed the 
laſt drop of his precious blood, and 
given bis life a ſacrifice to prove 
the ſincerity ol his friendſhip in our 
regard. Think alſo, that he aſks 
nothing at our hands, but what it is 
infinitely for, our advantage to give 
bim. O my God, I am confounded 
when I conſider the inſenſibility, 
the blindneſs, and the ſtupidity of 
mankind in this particular : the loſs 
of the moſt trifling thing, that makes 
either for our profit or our pleaſure, 
affe ds us with grief, and yet we can 

loſe 
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loſe thee, the Majeſty of heaven, 
and- together with thee our title 
to the bright kingdom above, the 
kingdom of immortal joys, without 
ſorrow or concern! Who can 
account for this, my God ? who can 
account for it? It is far beyond 
my comprehenſion, but do thou, O 
Lord, I beſeech thee, do thou put 
an end to this extravagant mad- 
neſs. del a 
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Aris 0 my God, alas how 
long and tireſome i is this time of my 
baniſhment, and how much do I 
ſuffer through my impatience to 
behold thee! O what comfort can 
the poor foul find, while pent-up in 
the narrow priſon of this mortal 
body! Men fay that life is ſhort, 
but O how long do I find it. It 
is ſhort indeed, compared with the 
eternity of bliſs which we may ſe- 
cure by employing it aright; but O, 
how long does it appear to the 
ſoul that impatiently defires to be- 
K | hold 
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hold her God! What remedy, my 
God, canſt thou apply to this my 


 afflition? * there is no other than 
what ariſes from the conſciouſneſs 


of my ſuffering in compliance with 


thy holy will. O happy "afflition, 


which art the only conſolation of a 


ſoul that loves her God, do not 
ſpare me, ſince at the ſame time 


thou encreaſeſt, thou aſſuageſt the 
pain which 1 feel from the abſence 
of my beloved. Lord, all my de- 
fire is to pleaſe thee, and I am fully 
convinced that I ſhall never find 
content in any thing out of thee; 
No wonder then 1 ſhould thus im- 


patiently long for thy preſence, 


Nevertheleſs if, by my continuance 
in this life, 1 can in any degree pro- 
mote thy divine ſervice, behold me 
here ready to accept, in imitation 


of 


(&) 


of thy holy ſervant St. Martin, of 
whatever labors or ſuffegings thou 
ſhalt pleaſe to ordain for me. But 
alas, my Saviour, how great is the 
difference between him and me! 
He had works to ſhew, but I have 
nothing but words, for indeed I am 
fit to produse nothing elſe z but do 
thou, O Lord, have regard to my 
deſixes, and not to my merits. 
Grunt, that we may all attain to the 
love of thee, and ſince we muſt live 
our deſtined time, let us live for 
thee alone. May all othęr deſires 
and all other intereſts now ceaſe: 
for what greater gain or what great- 
er. pleaſure can there be than to 
pleaſe thee | N85 
O chou my God, and my only de- 
light, what can I do to pleaſe thee ? 
all the ſervice I can render thee 1s 
K 2 imperiect 
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imperfe& and nothing worth. To 
what end then. do I remain in this 
miſerable life? for no other, my 
God, except that thy holy will may 
be accompliſhed in me. And what 
can be more for my advantage than 
this? Wait then, my ſoul, wait 
with patience, fince thou knoweſt 
neither the day nor the hour of thy 
deliverance. Watch carefully, finge 
every thing here on earth is paſfing 
quickly away. It is only thy im- 
patience, that makes what is cer- 
tain appear | doubtful, and what is 
ſhort appear long. Cunſider that 
the longer thou fighteſt the battles 
of the Lord, the more thou ſheweft 
thy love to him, and the mote com- 
pleatly thou ſhalt enjoy his perfec- 
tons in bliſs that ſhall never end. 
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"thoſe Foils, "which he has wounded 
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O My 2 and my Gad, i it is 
great, conſolation to a ſoul that ſuf. 
ſers, in her, abſence from thee, to 
know, that thou, art, preſent every 
where. But « of what ſervice is this 
truth to her, when the ardor of her 
love to thee, O my God, encreaſes, 
and the violence of ber pain re- 
doubles! for then her underſtand. 
ing grows obſcure, and. her reaſon 
confuſed, ſo that ſhe becomes quite 


inſenſible of this important maxim; 
the 


170 ) 


the only thoughts that then poſſeſs 
her, are, that ſhe is unfortunately 
ſeparated from thee, and that ſhe 
can no where diſcover-/a | remedy 
for her calamity. For the heart, 
chat is deeply wounded with divine 
love, ſeeks for no counſel or com- 
fort but from him that has inflamed 
it, knowing that it is from him 
alone it can receive the aſſuage- 
ment of its pain. When thou 
pleaſeſt, O my Saviour, thou doſt 
preſently heal the wound thou haſt 
made, hut till then it in vain to 
look for any remedy or comfort, 
but in the knowledge of our ſuffet- 
ings anſwering ſo good an end. 
O Thou, true lover of our ſouls, 
wih what goodneſs, with what 
ſweetneſs, with what delight, with 
what heavenly careſſes, wich what 
a demonſtrations 


(71) 
demonſtrations of an infinite love 
doſt thou eure our wounds, by means 
of the ſame love that has cauſed 
them! O my God, thou only Com- 
forter of my pains, how fooliſh is it 
in me to imagine, that human re- 
medies can ſooth a breaſt that is on 
fire with the love of thee! Who 
can penetrate to the depth of this 
wound of love? who can tell from 
whence it comes, or how at once 2 
pain fo ſevere and yet ſo delicious, 
can be removed? how can it be ex- 
 pefted that a wound, inſlicted by 
the Almighty; ſhould be cloſed by 
the contemptible ** of mes 
art? 1 4 $03 106 Sa 
It is wich reaſon the eulen in 
the Canticles, ſays, My Beloved Yo 
me, and I to ny Beloved, Cant. ii; 16. 
She ſays firſt, My Beloved to me; be- 
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eaſe it is not poſſihle, that ſo divine 
2 ching, as this happy union ic, 
ſhould take its beginning from ſo 
baſe an origin as my affections are. 
But why, O thou ſpouſe of my ſoul. 
il my aſſections be ſo baſe, why do 
they not reſt in creatures? why do 
they ' conſtantly mount up to the 
Creator ? how comes it alſo to be 
ſaid, 1 4 my belgned, ne leſs than My 
beloved to me? It is chou indeed, 
my true lover, that doſt begin æhis 
ſweet conteſt of love, which is ſirſt 
catried on by a total abſence of all 
the powers of my {oul, whalit they 
impatient ſeek after thee; thus re- 
ſembling the ſpouſe in the Canti- 
cles, by running, as it were, through 
the ſtreets and public places, and 
conjuring che daughters of Jeruſa - 
len to indicate to them where they 
. can 
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can find their God. But this con- 
teſt of love being once begun, 
againſt whom -do theſe powers of 
my ſoul ſtrive, but againſt him who 
has taken poſſeſſion of that fortreſs 
of the ſoul which they before held, 
and, who in ſubduing them, has only 
in view, that they ſhould be forced 
to acknowledge their own miſery 
and inſufficiency when deprived of 
him; and thus, by taking from him 
the graces they ſtand in need of, 
they ſhould, in. ſome ſort, ſubdue 
again their Conqueror? for, by 
thus renouncing all confidence in 
their own ſtrength, they derive an 
effettual ſtrength from him, and 
in confeſſing themſelves conquered 
they become truly conquerors. O 
my ſoul, what an admirable conflict 
of this nature haſt thou ſuſtained! 

L and 
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and hoy ſtrifily has the ſaying of 
the ſpouſe jn the Canticles, My be- 
loved 90 mf, and I to my beloved; been 
yerified in thy regard! Who will 
now attempt to extinguiſh theſe 
vpited flames, which in faſt are no 


longer two fires but one. 


MEDI- 
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MEDITATION XII. 
; The we art ignorant of what 2 we 
"ought 'to beg of God as conducive to 
our happineſs. "The ardent d: efire 


of the to enjoy the liberty of 
the children of God, which conſiſts 


in an exemption from the poſſibility 
of offending him. 


O My God, Thou infinite and 
unbounded Wiſdom, beyond what- 
ever the underſtanding of men'or 
angels can poſſibly conceive! O 
Love, that doſt love me beyond 
whatever affection I am capable of 
bearing to myſelf or even of com- 
prchending! Why ſhould I' with 

L 2 for 
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ſor any thing except what thou 
art pleaſed to appoint? Why ſhould 
1 weary myſelf with begging for the 
accompliſhment of my deſires, ſince 
thou alone, knoweſt .whither theſe 
ideas and wiſhes of mine, would 
conduQ me; whereas I, being igno- 
rant of this, might perhaps find my 
ruin where I expeRted to meet with 
a bleſſing. If, for. example, 1 aſk 
thee to deliver me from any afflic- 
tion, thou haſt ſent me for the pur- 
poſe of teaching me ſelf-depial, 
bow fatal, evidently, is the nature 
ol ſuch a requeſt? if, on the other 
hand, I petition for the continuance 
of ſuch affliction, perhaps I aſk for 
more than my ſtock of - patience, 
which thou knoweſt how ſlender it 
is, is able to ſupport; and ſhould I 
_ ſupport it, poſſibly I might 
at Sogn 
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begin to think that I had done great 
mattèrs, whereas, in that caſe, it 
would be thou that didſt perform 
the whole. If 1 aſk to ſuffer ſome. 


thing for thy ſake, perhaps I beg it 
may not be in ſuch caſes, where I 
am expoſed to loſe that reputation 
which I vainly imagine to be ne- 
ceſſary for enabling me to promote 
thy ſervicey flattering myſelf at the 
ſame time, that it is thy honor, and 
not my own, I am ſeeking, whereas, 
after all, perhaps the very means, 
which 1 fear might deprive me of 
the confidence of my fellow crea- 
turesq may ſecure it to me, and ena- 
ble me to ſerve thee in à more ef. 
feQtual manner than before, which 
is the only end I wiſh to have in 
- in = — 1210 


Ane 


I might 


( (7&5). 


1 might ſay much more to the 
ſame effet; bit thou, O Lord, 
knoweſt what I mean better than 1 
d myſelf. Why then, O Lord; 
do employ words at all on this 
ocnaon ? The reaſon is, that when 
the afflition of ſpirit ſhall- return 
upom me, and when darkneſs ſhall 
again overſpread my ſoul; I may 
find myſelf, as it were again in this 
my hand- writing. For oftentimes, O 
my God, I feel myſelf ſo miſerable, 
fo: weak, and ſo cowardly, that I 
ſoem to look for myſelf in vaing 
whom but a little before I ſeemed 
to feel endowed: with ſtrength and 
grace-.enaugh to encounter all the 
violence and tempeſts of the world; 
Grant, O my God,/ that I may no 
more truſt in my on imagination, 
but may thy divine providence diſ- 

8 poſe 


(79) 
poſe of me as it pleaſes; this I beg, 


Gnce all my happineſs canſiſts in che 
accompliſhment af thy bleſſed wilt; 
whereas if thou wert to grant ma 
all that 1 myſelf may wiſh for, 1 
clearly ſee erer AE IA 
My awn ruin. Ee 

O how ſhart«fighted th wits 
| dow, and how -uncertain the pru- 
dence of mankind! do thou, O my 
God, by d beavenly wildom,' pra- 
vide me with the neceſſary means 
for ſerving thee according ta thy 
own will! and not according to 
mine: Do nat inflift the ſevere pu- 
viſument upon me, of granting me 
my requeſts, when they are not con- 
ſormable to the deſigns of thy love, 
which I wiſh ever to be the very 
principle of my liſe. Let me die 
to myſelſ: and let one who. is great 
N er 


(5867), 
er than I, who loves me better than 
J love myſelf, for ever live in me, 
that I may learn how to ſerve bim. 
Let himlive in me, and tllùs give me 
life; let him reign in me, that thus 
I may become his ſetvant; for this 
is the only liberty I crave. Alas: 
how can that ſoul he truly free chat 
is not in ſubjeQion 'to' the Moſt 
High! and what more wretched 
ſlavery can ſhe be reduced to! 
ihan to loſe the protection of her 
Creator! Happy 'thoſe who find 
themſelves ſo ſtrongly bound: ts 
thee by the ties of thy love, that it 
is not in their power to "diſengage 
themſelves from thee. Love is ſtrong 
as death and hard as hell. Cant. viii“ 
6. O chat ve were reduced by it 
to a ſtate of death, and plunged in- 
to this furnace of love without any 
12 hopes 


(Cy -: 
hopes of cſeaping from it, or rate 
without any fears of heing haniſfed 
from- it! But, alas, O my God, as 
long as this mortal life endures, we 


are ſtill in danger for our eternal 
lot. E. | 46 Dt OLt 
O Life, thou enemy of my hap< 
pineſs, why is it not law ful to put at 
end to thee I endure thee, becauſe 
God is pleaſed to prolorig thee, F 
cheriſh theez becauſerthbu belongeſt 
to him. But do not betray me, nor 
be ungrateful for the care 1 take 
of hee. Vet notwithſtanding this, 
O my God, how am I forced to cry 
out with the Prophet, Vo is me, that 
my baniſhment is prolonged! Pl. exix. 
5. It is true, all time is ſhlort when 
conſidered as the price of eternity 
nevertheleſs one ſingle day, one 
ſingle hour appeats' long to the 
ſoul that lives in a dreadful uner- 
tainty leaſt ſhe ſhould' offend thee: 
M O thou 


r 

O thou free will, how art thou the 
lave of thyſelf, unleſs thou art 
ſtrongly fixed to thy Creator by che 
motives of fear and love! O when, 
mall that happy day come, when 
ſwallowed up in the abyſs of the 
Supreme Truth, thou ſhalt find 
thyſelf no longer to poſſe ſs the 
power of fanning, nor wiſh to poſſeſs 
it, ſince then thou ſhall feel thyſelf 
free from all miſery, and happily 
united with and abſorpt in thy God! 
God is infinitely: happy, becauſe he 
knows himſelf, loves himſelf, and 
enjoys himſelf without the poſſibility 
of doing otherwiſe; for could he 
forget his own attributes, or ceaſe 
to love them, this would not be a 
perfettion but a defeQ in him: and 
thou, O my foul, ſhalt then enjoy 
true repoſe and happineſs, when 
thou ſhalt be perfectly united with 
this ſovereign Good, and ſhalt know 
what 


(%) 
what he knows, love, what he loves, 
and enjoy what heyenjoys. - Then 
ſhalt thou no more be ſubject t9 
change, but thy will ſhall. be im- 
moveably fixed in good, + becauſe 
the grace of God ſhall at ſo: power- 
fully in thee, and render thee ſo 
perfealy a partaler of his divine 
nature, | 2 Pet. i. 4. that thou ſhalt 
no longer have it in thy power, or 
wiſh to have it in thy power, to for- 
get this Supreme Good, or to ceaſe 
to enjoy him in tranſports of love. 

Bleſſed are they whoſe names 
are V ritten in the book of immor- 
tal life But if thou, my ſoul, art of 
that happy number, why art thou Jad, 
and why - doſt thay trouble ne? Pl. 
xli. 6. Hope in the Lord, becauſe 1 
will yet confeſs to him, my fins, and 
his infinite mercies, and of both 
together I will make a ſong of praiſe 
mingled ich inceſſant ſighs after 
thee, 


( 84 ) 
thee,” my Saviour and my God, ibid. 


It may dep day vit rome, when, 


. 


in the regions above, my glory all 


fing to him, and my conſcience » 
no more troubled Pſ. æxix. 13. 


is then that ſighs and tears ſhall 
no more. In the mean time, in hope 
und filence ſhal: my Strength be”; 1. 
xXx. 16. I chooſe rather to live and 
die in the hope of this happy eter- 
nĩty, than to poſſeſs all created beings, 
and all worldly advantages, which 
muſt ſo ſoon have an end, Forſake 
me not, O God, for my; truſt is in 
thee: O let me not be confounded 


- for ever. O grant that I may al- 


ways faithfully ſerve thee, and in 


| every er wy da wird me what 


| mou ward 
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